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WHEN we assumed the editorial duties of the Metropolitan, we were not insen- 
sible to the difficulties and the responsibilities of our position. To the superficial 
observer it might appear an easy task to conduct a Catholic periodical, inasmuch 
as matériel is so abundant, and data and doctrines so well established, that we 
could not fail to blend the wtile with the dulce, without any danger of misleading 
our readers on important facts, much less of perverting their faith by inconsistent 
doctrines. Upon these important points, Catholic Literature must ever be sane. 
The rules, however, that govern the Catholic editor, must detract somewhat 
from the power of mere entertainment. He cannot join that class of writers, 
whose whole aim is to please the popular whim at the sacrifice of principles, 
much less those who seek to give zest to their pages by playing upon and stimu- 
lating the passions, especially of the young, who are most seduced by such litera- 
ture. Least of all can he join with that ignoble school, which, for some un- 
worthy motive, incites men to fly at each other’s throats, and sacrifice as enemies 
those whose only fault is honest difference of opinion. The arts of the dema- 
gogue are not for him; the promotion of virtue, the interests of religion, the dif- 
fusion of morality, is the platform jon which he stands; honor is his guide and 
truth his shield in every vicissitade, and these he must maintain and display 
whether popular or unpopular. 

In view of these facts, it must be conceded that the Catholic editor has greater 
difficulties to encounter than most members of the literary fraternity. He may 
be a learned theologian, a profound logician, philosopher, scholar and historian, 
yet his labor is comparatively lost; the great majority will not read what the 
learned man writes. His articles are too profound; too abstruse, too metaphysi- 
cal. Our current literature, he would be told, must be light, must be for the mass 
of readers, yet, nine chances out of ten, that if the editor should attempt to address 
such, he would be pronounced incompetent for his calling by the very individuals, 
who assume to sit in judgment on his labors. Amidst the various opinions that 
may be entertained as to the method of conducting a Catholic periodical, we 
have adopted that course which to us seems best calculated to secure the object 
for which our Magazine was undertaken. We have endeavored to render the 


work not merely a periodical of religious knowledge, but a religious periodical 
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of general knowledge; our aim has been to provide articles on general subjects, 
written in a Catholic tone, and breathing a Catholic spirit. We have labored, by 
blending the moral with the religious, the useful with the attractive, to accommo- 
date ourselves to all. How far we have succeeded, we leave to a discriminating 
public to determine. It is true we have not escaped the pen of criticism, but while 
there may be a few, whose good opinion we have failed to conciliate, it affords us 
no small gratification to know, that the spirit and character of the work have met 
with general approval, and gained the approbation of those whose opinion is 
worthy of the highest consideration. It affords us, moreover, much additional 
gratification to know, that the work during the last year has acquired an increased 
circulation. 

For this success we are indebted less to our own efforts than to the generous 
exertions of the friends and patrons of the work, and to those who have so ably 
contributed to its pages. Among the latter we are proud to rank,many of the 
ablest Catholic writers in the country; and others, who, though not within the 
pale of the Church, yet full of enlightened liberality, of expanded views, and of 
national principles, have at times lent us the aid of their gifted pens. To 
patrons, to contributors, and to the conductors of the press, we tender our grate- 
ful acknowledgments, for the friendly aid and encouragement they have extended 
to the work. 

While we are grateful for the past, we are encouraged to look with hope to the 
future. The cause in which we are engaged is not our own: it is the common 
cause of Catholicity. The Church, year after year, is assuming a more promi- 
nent position before the people of this country, and developing more widely her 
resources. With this development, her enemies become more active, and their 
hostility more determined. A work, therefore, designed to promote the interests 
of the one, and frustrate the machinations of the other, cannot be an object of 
indifference to the Catholic community. We can only assure our readers that 
the future of the Metropolitan, so far as our humble exertions extend, shall not 
disappoint their expectations; and as they have deemed the work heretofore 
worthy of their support, we shall use our best endeavors to render it more so. 
There is abundant Catholic talent in the country; we shall do our part to bring 
it into active exercise,—it is the duty of the reading Catholic community to 
acknowledge, to sustain, and encourage it. Let us then, respectively, do what 
devolves upon us, as publishers, editors, contributors, and public, and henceforth 
Catholic literature will be in the ascendant. 
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